| am currently a Senior Lecturer in Teacher Education at Western Sydney University (WSU). Prior to joining
WSU | taught Youth and Community and Education Studies at a number of universities in the UK. Equity and
diversity issues in education have been central to my teaching and my research interests. | was drawn to
Educational Living Theory because its principles are congruent with the values of social justice, democracy
and freedom that guide my actions as a practitioner-researcher. | find the ‘living ‘I’ (McNiff with Whitehead,
2002) empowering as it places me at the centre of the research process and highlights the importance of
critical subjective accounts to improving educational practice. This is particularly significant given that the ‘I’
is excluded from most forms of traditional research, as historically subjective knowledge has been viewed as
lacking in objectivity.

| was initially drawn to Living Theory research thanks to my former colleague, Prof Jean McNiff. Jean joined

to Sydney in 2013 and recently worked with colleagues inthe School of Education at WSU on a co-authored journal article
IS entitled Encounters of life and scholarship : opening to transformations, inquiries and vulnerabilities with my colleagues




