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The Global Assembly for Knowledge Democracy in ARNA 2017 

Regional Workshop in Mongolia 

How does action research methodology advance democratization of education in 

Mongolia? 

April 30, 2017  

The first regional workshop of the Global Assembly for Knowledge Democracy was held 

at the Mongolian National University of Education (MNUE) on April 14, 2017. All the 

presenters will attend the Assembly virtually and a total of six action research papers were 

discussed in it.  14, 2017. Academician Jadambaa B. and professor Narantsetseg Dorjgotov 

co-chaired the discussion and the following papers along with their living posters were 

presented during the round table discussion.  

1. Tenger’s (Sky/ Celestial Dome’s) action inquiry of nomads (‘Action Research in 

Mongolian nomads’ science of weather analysis and forecasting’; western and non-

western views of action research) by Jadambaa B., academician and professor, MNUE 

teacher education adviser and former MNUE president   

2. Evaluations of a Child Speech and Language Development Course Using Action 

Research by Narantsetseg Tsogt, associate professor, Preschool Education, Teachers 

School, MNUE  

3. Effects of MOOC on student motivation by Bolormaa B., English lecturer, School of 

Social Sciences & Humanities, MNUE   

4. Research findings of student teacher’s action research learning by Odgerel D., PhD, 

Oyuntsetseg B., associate professor and Byambatogtokh G.  

5. A case study: Contemplation of Action Research by Undergraduate Students at MNUE by 

Narantsetseg Dorjgotov, professor, vice dean for Preschool Education, Teachers School, 

MNUE and Javzandulam B., lecturer, Preschool Education, Teachers School, MNUE   

6.  Experimentation and investigation into key teaching actions, Baigalmaa Ch., associate 

professor, School of Educational Studies, MNUE  

The conversation was led to answer the following questions:   

1. How can I/we contribute towards developing transformative action research (AR)?’ 

2. How can we/I support knowledge democracy based on these projects/my project? 

3. How can we (do we) address the democratization of knowledge within our teaching and 
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research? 

 

These questions were answered in the papers presented by researchers to some extent and 

some living posters and abstracts are attached in the Appendices 1 & 2. For instance,  

Academician Jadamba mentioned that action research is one of the versions of tenger’s 

(Sky/ Celestial Sphere’s) action inquiry of nomads. Tenger’s action inquiry is a pragmatic 

version or AR in natural sciences. Depending on their weather observation and experience, 

Mongolian nomads take their actions to live and adjust their lifestyle to nature. In other 

words, Mongolian nomads have learnt from their actions or reflections and improved their 

practices based on previous experiences or lessons they have learnt throughout its history of 

existence. But, in our current education system, schools are teaching learners how ‘not’ to 

live instead of teaching them how to live. Thus AR is needed to improve education quality 

and satisfy learner needs in a society.  

In the paper called the effects of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) on student 

motivation and engagement in developing English listening skills course for the fourth year 

students at the MNUE by Bolormaa, MOOCs may be regarded as contributing to the 

democratisation of knowledge as they are offered for free to any number of people, anywhere 

and anytime and let students learn at their own pace.  In the future, more participatory action 

research into the relations between student intrinsic motivation and MOOCs is needed in 

order to improve learning outcomes and explore and enable knowledge democracy in this 

specific context.    

In the conversation titled ‘Experimentation and investigation into key teaching 

actions’ by Baigalmaa Ch, she emphasized that teachers still usually conduct traditional 

research using questionnaire, observations, and literature review methods to initiate 

conclusions without taking further action. Their investigations also found that teachers lack 

the depth of knowledge, understanding and attitude for how to conduct the action research 

cycle; and that action research is conducted without any theoretical baseline nor a 

scientifically based system.  Therefore, teachers do not focus on responding deeply to ‘What 

is an action to be taken?’. MNUE Academician Jadambaa wrote the book “Quantum theory 

of Action Research”  in 2016; the third chapter of his book is reveals ‘Action Studies’ 

concept and its theoretical background clearly. She will continue to use the content of this 
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chapter in her teaching by using his concept “Action” to support future excellence in using 

action research in Mongolia.  

 

As a result of the discussion, researchers proposed the following actions to be taken in the 

future at the MNUE. For instance,  

• to share learning and teaching experiences of AR   

• to have shared understanding of AR terms and equivalents of other educational terms in 

Mongolian language  

• to gather case studies in Mongolian context at every level of education- undergraduate, 

master, PhD and faculty members  

• to collect data for action research  

• to compile all these action research works and publish them  

Also professor Jadambaa gifted participants a book called ‘Teachings of Mongolian 

development based on science’ by a late academician Enkhtuvshin, a former president of 

Mongolian Academy of Sciences.  

In sum, the participants were grateful to ARNA 2017 organizing committee and professor 

Jadamba for giving an opportunity to share their findings of action research with not only 

MNUE AR community but also with international educators. We look forward to more 

collaboration with other action researchers around the globe in the future to learn from each 

other for our common goal of better educational practices for learners.  
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Appendix 1.                                           Living Posters  

Poster 1.  

Tenger’s (Sky/ Celestial Dome’s) action inquiry of nomads (Action research in Mongolian 
nomads’ science of tenger, celestial dome, for weather analysis and forecasting; western and 
non-western views of action research) by Jadambaa B., academician and professor, MNUE 
teacher education adviser and former MNUE president   
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Poster 2.  
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Poster 3.  
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Poster 4.  
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Poster 5.  
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Appendix 2. Action Research Abstracts  

Abstract 1.  

Mongolian science of tenger, celestial dome, and action research  

Jadamba Badrakh, Professor & academician, Mongolian National University of Education    

Abstract  

This work aims to identify a subject, object, research methods, techniques of Mongolian 
herders’ science of tenger (sky), celestial sphere for weather analysis or forecasting, theorize 
and summarize them in accordance with respective parts of action research. In order to 
achieve this goal, I, a humble researcher, studied the sources and facts of science of tenger, 
celestial dome, analyzed, summarized as well as theorized. Based on the findings, it can be 
concluded that action research is one version of techniques of celestial dome’s action 
research which formed and developed Mongolian science of celestial sphere analysis and it 
has spread in social sciences and humanities.                

Key words  

Sky/ celestial dome, action, action of tenger /sky/, tenger’s action analysis, circling, cultural 
gene, studies of cultural gene, living study, doing work properly…    

    

Abstract 2.  

A case study: Contemplation of Action Research by Undergraduate Students at MNUE 

Narantsetseg Dorjgotov, PhD, Professor 

Javzandulam Batsaikhan, M.A. 

Mongolian National University of Education  

Abstract  

Professional teachers need to be reflective about their own practice (Purevdorj, 2010) and the 

action research provides the opportunity not just to be reflective but also to make action for 

change. The course AR 408, Action Research place actual title of course here at Mongolian 

National University of Education (MNUE) helps pre-service and in-service teachers develop 

their reflective capacities by providing the opportunity to identify a question about their own 

teaching practice, review the current research literature, develop a plan to collect data, collect 

and analyze their data, identify emergent themes, write an action research paper, and present 
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their project and their findings to the class with their portfolios that include research 

planning, data, evidences, conclusions and recommendations according to the steps.  

The course was piloted by guest professor Dr.Candace Kaye in the 2014 Fall 

Semester and has been continuing since then at the School of Preschool Education, Teachers 

School of MNUE. Twelve action research small groups within the 64 undergraduate course 

were research participants in the study that focused on the students’ reflections of their action 

research experiences, impressions, and future intentions. Preliminary findings include 

evidences how students overcame difficulties as they doing the research. Specifically, 

difficulties to get the permission from kindergarten administrations, to find latest publications 

related to the research topic, and to manage time with the other courses for gathering data 

from the research fields.  

 

Abstract 3.  

Effects of MOOC on student motivation 

Bolormaa Batmunkh  

Master of Applied Linguistics, the University of Melbourne, Australia  

English language lecturer, Mongolian National University of Education  

Abstract  

This paper discusses the effects of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) on student 

motivation and engagement in developing English listening skills course for the fourth year 

students at the Mongolian National University of Education. MOOCs may be regarded as 

contributing to the democratisation of knowledge as they are offered for free to any number 

of people, anywhere and anytime and let students learn at their own pace.  Observation, 

interviews and questionnaires reveal that most students find MOOC interesting and it helps 

them set up better study habits, discipline and it pushes their self-study. In the future, more  

participatory action research into the relations between student intrinsic motivation and 
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MOOCs is needed in order to improve learning outcomes and explore and enable knowledge 

democracy in this specific context.    

  

Abstract 4.  

Experimentation & investigation into key teaching actions  

 
Baigalmaa Chultem, Associate professor (Ph.D)  

Department of Education Studies and Methodology 
School of Education Studies  

Mongolian National University of Education  
 
Abstract  

 

Teaching and learning are complex relationship. For the last 10 years we (at 

Mongolian National University of Education) have been interested in conducting action 

research to improve our teaching learning methodologies; and implementing the results of our 

teaching activity in content and; teaching strategies. Also, we have studied its implementation 

by teachers in Mongolian secondary school.1. As a result of our decade of research, we have 

found that teachers know that 1. Teaching is impossible without action research investigation 

and; 2. They now have general knowledge about information on action research and its 

importance. However we have found that teachers still usually conduct traditional research 

using questionnaire, observations, and literature review methods to initiate conclusions 

without taking further action. Our investigations also found that teachers have lack of depth 

of knowledge, understanding and attitude for how to conduct the action research cycle; and 

that action research is conducted without any theoretical baseline nor a scientifically based 

system.  Therefore we have found that the teachers do not focus on respond deeply to ‘What 

is action to be taken?’. MNUE Academician Jadambaa wrote “Quantum theory of Action 

Research2” book in 2016; the third chapter of his book reveals ‘Action Studies’ concept and 

																																																													
1(Baigalmaa Ch., Enkhbayar Lk., 2015)Implementation of action research of Mongolian teachers, 
Филологическое образование в современных условиях, Международная научно-крактическая 
конференция, 274-280 лист	
2Жадамбаа.,Б (2016) Үйлийн судалгааны квант онол. Улаанбаатар. Гэрэлт судар ХХК 
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its theoretical background clearly. I continue to use the content of this chapter in my teaching 

by using his concept “Action” to support future excellence in using action research in 

Mongolia. 

 

Abstract 5.  
EVALUATIONS OF CHILD SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT COURSE 

PROJECT WHICH INCORPORATED ACTION RESEARCH 

 
Narantsetseg Tsogt, Associate professor, Mongolian National University of Education 

 

Abstract 

Action research approach is a fairly new phenomenon in Mongolian educational system, particularly 
at the School of Preschool Education where I have been teaching for the last 20 years. From 2014, I 
started trying to engage my students in practicing progressive problem solving approach to their 
teaching and interaction with the classroom. I incorporated an overview of action research in my 
Child Speech and Language Development course and asked my students to practice what they learned 
during their internship. Students followed the steps of action research in their final project and made 
an effort improve their teaching. The steps started with an identification of problem followed by 
making of literature review, planning research strategy, gathering data, making analysis, sharing their 
findings with the group members and finally it ends with taking some actions accordingly.   

The purpose of this research is evaluating students’ improvement in teaching after introducing action 
research methodologies in their final project. From 2014 to 2016, I have collected total of 45 student 
projects that utilized action research in their teaching process. I formulated a checklist to evaluate 
students’ project when incorporated an action research with earlier projects that did not include any 
action research.  The result showed significant improvement in students’ skills at identifying problem 
and approaching the problem methodologically to take appropriate actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


