


DETAILS OF PORTFOLIO ASSESSMENT FOR THE ACTION RESEARCH GROUPS WORKING WITH JACK WHITEHEAD FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF BATH





Professional (P) Mode


Each 9 credit Unit will be assessed on either:


•	a portfolio


•	a project report of 4000 words





Each 3 credit sub-unit will be assessed on either:


•	a portfolio


•	a project report of 1500 words





Both the portfolio and the project report are appropriate as means of reporting on an episode of professional development.  This might be focused, for example, on curriculum innovation, school development, school management, policy initiatives, school-community relationships, or an activity which is related to particular teaching/learning interventions with year groups, classes, small groups or individuals.  Here, the work which is reported is characterised, firstly, by being located within the professional forum of education, secondly, by being referenced to other professional developments and activities within the institution, the local area, or  nationally, thirdly by being part of the student’s own work and interests.





Both a successful project and a successful portfolio will enable readers to: 


[i] 	follow and understand the particular professional development which has been undertaken (background, context, purposes, methods, means of assessment (if appropriate), approach to evaluation), and to understand the student’s own role(s) in these; 


[ii] 	appreciate the reasons why these particular approaches were adopted in this particular context, and to understand which alternatives were rejected; 


[iii] 	see the outcomes and/or conclusions which arise from the professional development, and how these relate to other relevant work within the school, or more widely.





A  project report is a piece of  writing which is structured in such a way to allow readers to gain an understanding of [i] to [iii], above; it can be written in conventional form as continuous prose, or can be structured in other ways (tables, figures, diagrams, • points, flow-charts, spreadsheets, etc.) appropriate to context.  A suitable mix of these two is also possible, and likely to be the norm.





A successful portfolio is normally likely to consist of two parts:  


[A] 	a succinct written section which allows readers to appreciate [i] to [iii], above;


	


[B] 	a series of appendices (files, folders, etc.) which contain clear and sufficient evidence to support the story told and claims made in [A].  





The format for [A] is to be determined by the student; its length will normally nor exceed 1000 words for a 3 credit assignment, and 2500 words for a 9 credit assignment. 





[B] might variously, depending on context, comprise some of the following (though the list does not set out to be prescriptive or comprehensive):





•	a bibliography�
•	action plans�
•	assessment tasks & outcomes�
�
•	curriculum development plans�
•	data analysis�
•	extracts from articles/books�
�
•	'league’ tables�
•	logs of activities�
•	meeting papers and minutes�
�
•	modified action plans�
•	newspaper articles�
•	observation schedules/outcomes�
�
•	Ofsted reports�
•	planning cycles�
•	planning notes�
�
•	professional association papers�
•	pupils’ work�
•	references to reading�
�
•	reflective diaries�
•	schemes of work�
•	school development plans�
�
•	school policy documents�
•	tapes showing activities�
•	test scores�
�
•	university notes and papers�
•	value-added calculations�
•	own notes on work in progress�
�
�
Unit Assessment Criteria for P Mode
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CRITERION 1	The Issue  To what extent has the student …�
A�
B�
C�
D�
�
1�
researched a good quality educational question related to their own or their school's/college's professional practice?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�



CRITERION 2	The Background   To what extent has the student …�
�
�
�
�
�
2�
explained their professional learning in a way which has appropriately integrated knowledge from other sources?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�



CRITERION 3	The Activity   To what extent has the student …�
�
�
�
�
�
3�
demonstrated an ability to identify, plan, undertake and evaluate educational developments involving students and/or colleagues in an appropriately critical and balanced fashion?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�



CRITERION 4	The Outcomes   To what extent has the student …�
�
�
�
�
�
4�
considered the implications of how their enquiry could improve educational practices?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�



CRITERION 5	The Assignment   Is the assignment …�



YES�



NO�
�
5a�
of the approved length and format?


�
�
�
�
5b�
written in an acceptable standard of English?


�
�
�
�



Criteria Differentials





A	The candidate meets the criterion with originality and insight


B	The candidate meets the criterion, fully and well.


C	The candidate meets the criterion overall, although there are weaknesses.


D	The candidate does not demonstrate an ability to meet the criterion.





…………………………………………………………………………………………………


Grades


Merit	At least 3  [A]s and 1  [B]  from the first 4 criteria and YES for both aspects of the fifth criterion. 





Good Pass	Any other combination of only [A]s and [B]s  from the first 4 criteria and YES for both aspects of the fifth criterion. 





Pass	All other combinations of [A]s,[B]s and [C]s from the first 4 criteria and YES for both aspects of the fifth criterion. 


			


Fail	1 or more [D] grades or failure to achieve YES for both aspects of the fifth criterion. 





Recommended Grade for the Unit:


�
�
�
�
�
�
�
M�
GP�
P�
F�
�












