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J,\ ’ Inexperienced, nervous, unprepared, excited, I faced my class of 13 students I ”")(;) W2V
N Yo p} squished together in a corner of the library. This was deﬁnate(; y ot ‘the ideal 1eamglg fedge v ooke
\7)% environment. Ho was I to create a sense of commumty‘ in ﬁns qall a(feéfé%é—\ézvﬁén
/ S only saw them e day? By the end of the first week of school I realized that the
students I was working with had a strong dislike for school. They would say things like
Jmay-day may-day, I can’t read/write, and I hate reading/writing. I needed to find a way
Bto change their attitudes and subsequently improve their skills since 11 out of the 21
O students were non-readers and all but two of the others were reading below level, Tt \«% \cu(,}
\ Soon my class grew to 21 students and I was given more time to work with tﬁe <.
N )é(\ t was at this time that I began collaborating with Brenda on a Books and Buddies _ \“‘”f
\ I rogram which was designed to develop reading and social skills through peer tutoring. G RO
@}’“ I thought that this program accompanied with a great deal of encouragement and praise, , < C%“J’\L)o
\(‘/\“ fun activities in the classroom, and little homework would help to improve the students ~ _f{'
@ view of school (Why | a551gned little homework is linked to one of the reasons the ggw N
N chﬂdrer\i“zl0 shkES Nh%ol% o
A few months into the school year I was d1scouraged I was still hearing from the
children that they hated virtually everything at school including physical education and
art. 1 discussed this with Brenda and she thought that there was a discrepancy between
\' what the children were saying and what we were seeing in the classroom. They said they
hated things but once they had began the task they seemed to enjoy themselves. ( Old
habits die hard.) This is when I began having the students write in a buddy journal, as
\\,\Erenda had suggested. In this journal they were allowed to express }hmgs t]?e\kchs iked . (q.ce
enjoyed, or thought needed to be 1mproved on in the buddy program. ¥ Wwas in this ‘ro Pc v G-
journal that I began seeing that many of the students actually enjoyed taking partin V¢
readmg buddies. They were having difficulty, at times, getting their buddy to listen and
ﬂ‘ ork. So we began sharing some of the difficulties and the successes we were having
and how to solve some of the plob;ems The students shared a great deg\l{ and bf:ga 0 pr o sl
el mg each other solve pmblemsf KNG sense of o COmmunlty ity had &ev gﬁegf n the
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5\@ , I really saw the improvement in my students’ attitudes in March when anew 4 g e el
‘ student arrived in my classroom. She was having difficulty reading. When she came to G- = Aeen

(\§} read to me she said “I can’t read, it’s too hard.” It was at this time that I sat back and
g\yk realized that ] hadn’t heard those words in such a long time. The students had come so
\\X 6&\‘ far. They were saying things like “don’t tell me that word I can figure it out myself.”
E\ One girl’s public speech was titled ‘T Love Books.” The students had really began to
undel stand what reading was about. (See reading strategies and what is reading) “he-
'*Q \) 3 Sfaﬁ ents” had developed confidence as readers. This confidence was appa rent after we Cr V‘
\ tested their reading ability again in June. All of the kids were readeys D v&@"\'bk) m\%&\ck\
})\ I new 1 had done my job in May when ihe\studen‘t who had b%ﬁi@v\%éLﬁI ‘mly
year that he hated all aspects of school, came up to me and said “I’'m’a good WLHCI ]ﬁ
X\ S knew then that he had opened himself up to learning. 9D o4 t);(/ Not \/%\\3 v Q& AN
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