














vast many different professional roles will have to be played in the
educational profession. One of the disadvantages to the claim to the
title of Profession is the lack of a cohesive unified organigzation. The
large number of workers in the medical and legal professions are stratified
according to educational criteria. Full professional members are served
by numerous minions of lesser qualified people, who go about the more
mundane tasks of caring for the patients preparing briefs etc.. Cannot a
corollary be drawn between the two major professions and education? The
minions are already serving in the schools as teachers, the neo-natal
professional educationalists are still in an undifferentited flux waiting
to be given form by a unified cohesive organization and a defined interpreted
and enforced code;%ﬁithics. In order to segk a code of ethics from within
our society it is necessary to study the values of our society.

The generally accepted norms have been formulated through the
experiences of many societies through many centuryes. Transgressors recelve
punishment according to the severity of their misdemenour. Normality may
e for convenience be classified into four different categories, statistical,
psychological, legal and ethical., Statistics is an exercise in mathematical
analysis. Psychological normality depends upon what is accepted by society.
The definition of normality is given by legal normality. The training
provided by early schooling provides an opportunity in the individuals
social growth to inculcate basic conformity with legal standards. Ethical
norms are usually propagated by a religious agency using the method of
revelation., As these are the norms which govern conduct, it is likely that
these have a greater stabilizing effect on the population than the legal norms.
"Normal social function®ng is most assured however when the individual although

believing in his own line of conduct sets it thoughtfully against other




standards which have serious adherents in the society".

Because of the complex nature of our society we have been forced
to assume more and more responsibility for socially adjustive habits, or
personality. Although present educational phjlosophy regards the
development of favourable social attitudes as valuable, we have not a sound
ethical code on which to base the inculcation of moral principles., A
great stabilizer of society stems from the adaptability of people to accept
personal roles whilst understanding that the contribution of that role to
the whole. The personal roles stem from group needs and the general
culture of the society decides many of the group needs. The development of
personal and social roles are part of the process of socialization and it is
the task of teachers and parents to develope favourable social attitudes
enabling the individual to achieve ready acceptance by soclety. To falfil
their roles in society the schools must develope a co-ordinated program of
personality development with each staff member participating to a defined
degree in the execution of the policy. To accomplish this it is necessary
to understand the relation between social growth and character formation,/p
the nature and developments of the personality/;nd to predict some of the
educational needs of our society.

Social growth can be defined as "The progressive improvement through
directive activity of the individual in the comprehension of the social
heritage and the formation of flexible conduct paterns. Character can be
defined as "Consistent conduct trends outer and inner". The increasing
number of detected delinquents, drug addicts, neurotics and maladjusted

reveal too many failures in socialization to take the production of educated

self controlled responsible beings as a process which occurs automatically




and spontaneously. The process of socialization presupposes that activity
is present in the individua%/which is being directed. The formal process
of socialization occurs in the schools to fit the individuals for the general
culture of their society. Informal process of socialigation occurs in the
home and other institutions such as the churches. This fits the individual
for his particular sub-culture within the general culture of his society.

The general need for individuals in society is to learn the power to inhibit
or moderate the expression of unesceptable needs. This requires the
development of habits and approved action patterns with the aim of making the
individuals sociable within a legal and conventional framework of society.
The formation of approved action patterns of different sub-cultures may be
related to the different emphasis which is placed on four different aspects
of education, intellectual , social, personal, and productive. The intellect-
val aspect deals with the possession, communication and creation of knowledge.
Social educationdéals with national loyalty, duties and rights and ordinary
day-to-day relationships. Personal education concerns physical, mental
health, moral integrity and aesthetic pursuits. Productive education
concerns the preparation for a livelyhood, a home and a family. Downeyf’who
made a survey in America on various sub-cultures, says that residential -
suburban living emphasises the aesthetic and the intellectual tatks of
education. The industrial centres tend to emphasize homemaking and fix-it
yourself training with the rural community attaching greater than average
importance to physical and consumer training. From the above it is obvious
that there are many sub-cultures existing within the framework of a general

culture. Although the church and religion have played an important part in

determining the social function of the individual their grip has weakened 10




an alarming degree, with the prospect of nothing to take the str§in if the
edifice collapses. Education as a social institution has the potential
to determine the growth of the individual secénd 1o none. Beginning with the
home and continuing through schools and other institutions, society has
always developed a system which has transmitted its values to the individuals.
Machinery has also been established to protect the values and interests of
social groups. The machinery of gevernment i now an unprecedented position
to determine the conduct lines of the ind®viduals. Without an effective
buffer the interests of economic government are likely +to prevail upon the
educational system, to produce economic entities which fulfil their productive
role in society. The dangers of this have been previously elucidated in the
production of the marketing orientated personality. Recent psychological
treatises all recognize the potency of the early training in pasting a
heavy veneer over the natural tendencies of the child. Because an individual
must of necessity play some form of social role, the child must receiveca
training which will make him realize that his life will be to a large extent
be governed by reciprocal functional relationships between himself and his
environment. Psychologists believe that early conditioning received in the
home is to a large extent socially effective. Although government has
immense powers to protect the rights and socialize its individuals, it can
also trample on hitherto untouched areas of personal autonomy by dominating
and stifling people's creative talents. At the present time we lack a
reliable buffer which can regulate the imposgition of undesirable directives
on the educative gystem.

With a view to evaluating the potential importance of the school
on the personality of the individual it will be valuable to investigate the

nature of the development of the personality and the two specific elements



which separate the school from other social institutions, the curiculag
and the teaching personel.

A psychologist refers to personality development as the way in
which habitual tendencies develop as they are sujected to social stimuli.
As the organism develops early stimuli responses are replaced by present
stimuli and responses. From social studies it can be said with some degree
of certainty that heredity and enviromment play an all important part in
determining behavour responses. The knowledge of a person's neurological
organic and envirommental experiences both past and present gives a basis
for the understanding of behavbur reactions. That personality development
cannot be schematized at present is due to the ﬁﬁqueness of each individuals
genetic and environmental experiences, Reaction habits in a child are
most likely to be caused by the environment through which the child has passed.
Studies have shown that the emotional stability of the pupils is effected by
the degree of stability shown by the teacher. The subject centred and
teacher directed ® method of teaching has still not been eradicated from our
schools. This has led to a corresponding neglect of the inherent capacities and
reaction tendencies of the children. The habitual responses of the child
are bound to be affected by the type of curriculum presented to it. The
curricula is bound to reflect the social role which the government expects
the child to fulfil. A Jj most important question to answer is "Are the teachers
of to-day naturally equipped or have they received formal training entitling
to study and modify a child's personality reactions to conform with the
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fundamental needs and interests of the child.

In an attempt to suggest a system of education which will best fit

citizens for society a selection of present social needs will be considered.




To maintain the rate of scientific and industrial advances we require a

large number of trained personel. This has :esulted in adaptation of

our educational establishments to supply the trained manpower required for
our technological society. The stigma which has been attached to

applied sciences is slowly being eradicated. Cur economy requires only
productive workérs, our society in contrast requires workers who enjoy their
lives., To combine the two necessitates effective use of man power and
including happiness as a factor of efficiency. The professieh educationalist
has two basie problems apart from the traning aspect of their work. They

must sort out the population into the right jobs and give them every

opportunity and training to become creative and happy human beings.



CONCLUSION

I have attempted to show in this dissertation that the opportunities
for the realization of man's potential, although being of an unprecidented
magnitude are being sadly neglected in our machine-dominated society.
Socialization provides the key to the door of opportunity but it is a
painfully experiencedfact that man is unable to socialize himself without
directive agencies. The main directive agency or stabaliser of social norms
up to the present day has been the reliance on the acceptance of Christian
ethics.,. This ediface is now in danger of collapse jeopardising the ethical
norms of the country. It is vital that a new system of ethics is synthesized
which has the acceptance of the general culture under which we live. For
this acceptance the system of ethics will have to be based on our general
culture, which reflects the ideals of the modern s cientific conception of
‘a democracy. The propagation of this system will have to be in the hands
of people who can speak authoratitively about its aims and practical
transmission. For authorativiveness we need professional educationalists
in the top echelons of the educational hierarchy. These men will have to
understand either singly or in a dependent group, the sciences of learning,
sociology and psychology. They must devise a system which will cater for
social group needs within the ethical system of the general culture. The
teacher's role must be specifically defined as the transmission of the
subject mgtter to the learner in the most advanced way known at the time.
Philosphers agree that a halanced view of life is essential in the art of
living. The curricula must be designed to produce a person with as high
a degree of cognitive perspective as possible. This perspective depends on

his ability to obey the Socratic dictum, "Above all know thyself" and the



facility with which he understands the relation of himself to the rest of
humanity. It is the duty of educationalists to produce such men and by
taking the transmission of their ethical code on to the personality of the
people as the centre piece of their policy this can be achieved. The facts
that we are living in a society in which it appears that more money has more
value than any human quality must not deter vigorous educationalists from
embarking on the voyage of example attempting to plot a scientific course
whilst under Way}in the words of Lord Eccle; %he search honestly and
vigorously undersaken Would/I am bold enough to assert bring unsuspected
satisfaction and a climate in which the reforms we require in our laws and
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institutions would be very much eagier to make.
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