
Much understanding of educational theory will be developed: 
 
"… in the context of immediate practical experience and will be co-terminous with 
everyday understanding. In particular, many of its operational principles, both explicit 
and implicit, will be of their nature generalisations from practical experience and have as 
their justification the results of individual activities and practices. 
 
In many characterisations of educational theory, my own included, principles justified in 
this way have until recently been regarded as at best pragmatic maxims having a first 
crude and superficial justification in practice that in any rationally developed theory 
would be replaced by principles with more fundamental, theoretical justification. That 
now seems to me to be a mistake. Rationally defensible practical principles, I suggest, 
must of their nature stand up to such practical tests and without that are necessarily 
inadequate." 
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