Jacqui’s abstract 

How am I forming a “living influence” through  my commercial practice?
My thesis focuses on a search for connection and re-connection – with multiple forms of “I” through healing and emancipatory narratives, with “you” as part of my extended practice and with “us” as an inclusive research and learning community. It is founded on my claim to live reflectively, to hold a fragile and attentive space amidst the constant voices of my own dialectic. I explore the possibilities of multiple “real” selves, developing a plurality of voice which seeks to express an integrated and connected self while at the same time attentive to the further possibilities of emergent  “self”.  I explore a lost “sense” of belonging, sense a re-connection with my spiritual, human and aesthetic values and begin to grow a new capacity for partnership and a shared dialectic of learning.    

The thesis is structured in a way that leaves me open to dialogic possibilities, honouring the improvisatory yet still appearing to present a lucid text. As I write, telling and re-telling stories, taking narrative to the edge of fiction, I experience the surprise and sheer exhilaration of my own growing critical consciousness – and my own growing uncertainty. 

I present these as my living standards of judgement.

I show originality of mind and critical judgement as I explore the fundamental purpose of my research – to understand the nature of my “living influence”, both within and beyond the margins of my consultancy practice. By “living influence” I mean an influence that is generative, that takes its own form and is both real and tangible for those working with me. But I also mean an influence that stretches beyond my professional practice, beyond my “doing”, merging my practice into my “being”.

My thesis is made up from the integration of different strands of first person research, of concurrent and interwoven dialogues. Each one is a live dialogue, formed and re-formed by a non-linear synthesis of passion, intuition, memory, dialectic and story, and held in balance by the acuity of my own cognitive ability. Each one makes a distinct and original contribution to educational knowledge: 

· I show how I learn to understand and celebrate my own forms of knowledge creation and sense-making, and experience a sense of re-connection with my own spiritual and human-centred values.

· I show how I explore and articulate my own aesthetic sense of the world through my own forms of language and expression while at the same time seeking to “normalise” my language to create an “inclusive” rather than “exclusive” thesis.

· I show how I attempt to fully understand the generativity of my own human dialectic and develop and share its reflective quality through learning partnership.

· I show how I learn to find my “public voice” as a researcher-practitioner, dealing with the passion and pain of the next question…and my own imperative of pragmatic outcome. 

