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In 2002, Hiebert et al. (2002) 
proposed the idea of  a ‘knowledge-
base for the teaching profession’ as 

a repository for practitioners’ 
knowledge.  

Knowledge base



• F o u n d a t i o n s  

• O v e r a r c h i n g  a i m s

• P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  p r a c t i c e  a n d  

r e s e a r c h

Living Educational Theory 
research is values based



Living Contradictions
and problems arising

S i l e n c i n g  o f  t e a c h e r ’ s  
v o i c e  a n d  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  t h e o r y .  

I N T E R P R E T E D

S I L E N C I N G

L I V I N G  C O N T R A D I C T I O N
I n c o m m e n s u r a t e  
w i t h  m y  v a l u e s  o f  
s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e

M u c h  t e a c h e r  r e s e a r c h  
i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  
o t h e r s



Why is this happening?

I n c o r r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n s :

• Te a c h e r s  a s  m e r e  

d e l i v e r e r s  o f  c o n t e n t  

( G o o d w i n  2 0 2 1 )

• Te a c h e r  r e s e a r c h  i s  

t r i v i a l  ( Z e i c h n e r

1 9 9 9 )

M o s t  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  

c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  

s c h o o l i n g  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  

i n f o r m e d  b y  s i l o s  o f  

l a r g e - s c a l e ,  

s y n t h e s i s e d r e s e a r c h  

o u t c o m e s .  



Battle against injustice
I f  we are to  batt le  against  in just ice in  
educat ion ,  then as  teachers  and 
teacher-researchers ,  how can we 
chal lenge those assumpt ions  that  
d imin ish  democracy and socia l  just ice in  
educat ion?

How might  we p lace teacher-research at  
the centre of  publ ic  debate around 
educat ion?



What can we 
do about it?• U n l e a s h  o u r  s e n s e  o f  a g e n c y

• D e v e l o p  a n  a c t i o n  
r e s e r a c h e r l y  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  
o u r  p r a c t i c e

• E s t a b l i s h  a  l i v i n g  k n o w l e d g e -
b a s e  a s  a  l e a r n i n g  
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  i s  a g e n t i c ,  
r e s e a r c h  a w a r e  a n d  r e s e a r c h -
a c t i v e
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