Notes on Observation after beginning Action Research

Sometimes it is really useful, when doing Action Research to visit an experienced teacher’s class, in order to find out how s/he does it. Here are some notes for you on what to look for when you visit a colleague’s lessons. They should help you with your own enquiry.

· Think about your Action Research question, and the area of methodology/ curriculum it is concerned with.

· Come to a colleague’s lessons with a distinct idea of what you’re looking for. For example, if your Action Research question is about motivation, then see whether you can work out how I motivate the students. If your question is about teacher-centredness or student-centredness, then see what I am doing. If you’re trying to work out about time-management, see what your colleague does. If you want to think about evaluation, then have a look at how the students and the teacher evaluate what they’re doing. By looking at someone else’s teaching, you might think of things in your own teaching.

· Make notes about your insights and ideas after the lessons, and talk to the teacher about what you’re thinking. Action Research means you have to do a lot of the asking, rather than being told by others. This can be a change from what you are used to.

· Discuss with colleagues what you are doing, not just with the teacher whose lesson you’re watching. 

