Writing in Action Research

Why do we do it?

How can we do it?

Why do we do it?

· To structure our own thinking;

· To plan for the future;

· To keep a record of past events;

· To record our feelings about it;

· To trace the development of learning – ours and our students’.

How can we do it?

· 1) Through a journal:

· Date each comment;

· Record significant events;

· Work out ideas;

· Every couple of weeks, read it through and check how things are going;

· Be precise;

· Make sure your writing is about your original question.

What is a significant event?

Anything which brings you closer to understanding the answer to your original question.

How to write about a significant event?

· First: think about your question. Eg: ‘How can I improve the motivation amongst my students in Class 4?’ Then check q.5: How will I know my work has improved?

· Secondly: Look for signs of improvement. When you see something, make a note of it. Eg: you see greater enthusiasm with three students. Name them in your journal, with the date. Take an extract from their work and note a couple of details, compared with how their work used to be.

Be precise, especially when you make claims.

· NOT like this:

· I could see the students were really interested!

· BUT:

· Ma Jie and Wang Huelin seemed more interested today because they answered three questions without being prompted. Usually both of these students are silent. Tomorrow I will see if I can get them to be more active in group-work as well. Maybe they can help the others.

Some imprecisions!

· The students are always lazy on Monday mornings.

· They don’t like my class.

· My teaching has improved.

· He isn’t good at English.

· She is the best in the class.

Backing up Claims!Conclusion:

 If you make a claim you 

 MUST BACK IT UP. 

How else can we write in Action Research? 

· 2) A Report.

· This concludes your research after a couple of cycles of Action Research. The purposes are: 

· a)  to share your insights about what you have learnt, and 

· b) to help you and your colleagues to clarify thinking about your own/their teaching.

What should a report contain? 1.

· Details of how you began your research (your AR question); why you made the decision to do this (q.2 on AP); how you conducted your research (q.3); who helped you and how (q.4); 

· what were the results and how are you going to proceed from here?

What should a report contain? 2.
· Detailed and precise evidence of your learning and the students’ learning.

· Conclusions about what you have learnt about teaching. Which problems can you now avoid next time because of your present research?

· Intentions for the future. Are you going to continue with this enquiry, or are you going to change it? WHY and HOW?

GOOD LUCK!

· And remember:

· If you follow these steps, I guarantee you that your teaching and the students’ learning will improve, and that you will enjoy your teaching more. 

· Action Research is not an easy option, but it is a truly educational one!

